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National Spotlight Shines on the Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs Office of 
Environmental Management  
U.S. EPA Recognizes DCA for Statewide 
Recycling Hub Program  
 
While recycling campaign character Tommy 
Krenshaw is out looking for another planet to 
live on, the state of Georgia has been busy im-
plementing a sound recycling infrastructure 
for its residents. Their efforts to make recy-
cling available to more Georgians are paying 
off. The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency awarded the Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs (DCA) Office of Environ-
mental Management the “2009 Resource Con-
servation Challenge National Achievement 
Award.” The award recognizes DCA’s innova-
tive statewide recycling infrastructure initia-
tive, known as the Georgia Regional Recy-
cling Transfer Hub Program. 
 
DCA was selected and applauded for its Recy-
cling Hub infrastructure that is facilitating 
cost-effective single-stream recycling collec-
tion in rural parts of the state. 
 
“DCA is honored to be the recipient of his na-
tional recycling award,” said DCA Commis-
sioner Mike Beatty. “We expect this initiative 
to have a measurable impact on our statewide 
environmental and recycling efforts.  The effi-
ciencies the hubs provide will help communi-
ties reduce recycling-related transportation 
costs and enhance statewide recycling efforts. 
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Innovative programs such as this have estab-
lished Georgia as one of the nation’s recycling 
leaders.” 
 
“EPA nominated DCA for this prestigious 
award for two reasons. The Hub concept is the 
first of its kind in the nation, with the ability to 
be replicated nationwide. Second, the very 
concept allows for ‘economies of scale’ to pro-
vide cost-effective access to recycling for all 
citizens, whether they live in an urban or rural 
community,” said Acting Regional Adminis-
trator Stanley A. Meiburg. “We commend 
DCA for their ingenuity and hard work in re-
ceiving the Resource Conservation Challenge 
National Achievement Award for this innova-
tive concept.”  
 
Implementation of the regional Hubs offers 
residential recycling collection to communities 
in which no previous recycling programs ex-
isted, adding even greater convenience for 
residents and further decreasing the amount of 
valuable materials wasted every day in Geor-
gia.  
 
“Approximately 170 Georgia cities will now 
have access to central recycling collection fa-
cilities. These facilities will provide much-
needed infrastructure to collect and transport 
recyclable materials, making local programs 
more cost-effective and ultimately more sus-
tainable,” adds Randy Hartmann, director of 
the Office of Environmental Management for 
DCA, who was on hand to accept the award. 
“Efficient collection, sorting, processing and 
shipping of recyclables within the state keep 
programs viable and keep materials in Geor-
gia, and these materials go directly back to 

Georgia’s industries.” 
 
The award also recognizes DCA’s focus on 
partnerships as a fundamental component of 
the Hub program.  Private partnerships with 
the Curbside Value Partnership (CVP), Pratt 
Industries and SP Recycling support DCA’s 
efforts to increase participation in residential 
curbside recycling programs and to measure 
the growth of the Hub program. All communi-
ties participating in the Hubs will report regu-
larly on program performance via a centralized 
reporting system provided by CVP, which en-
ables DCA to evaluate and gauge success. 
 
“Georgia’s leadership in recycling is what at-
tracted the Curbside Value Partnership, and 
our funders, two years ago,” said CVP Pro-
gram Director Steve Thompson. “We have 
worked nationally with many communities 
and states, and Georgia stands out as the best 
of the best. We plan to export what we have 
learned in Georgia via Keep America Beauti-
ful, so many more communities can benefit 
from their great work. The Hub program is a 
creative and effective solution to expanding 
recycling programs statewide. Recycling has 
to be convenient for residents, and these Hubs 
go a long way toward making sure as many 
Georgians as possible have access to pro-
grams.”  
 
For additional information about Georgia’s re-
cycling efforts, please visit DCA’s Web site at 
www.dca.ga.gov or call (404) 679-4940. For 
information about Georgia’s statewide recy-
cling education campaign, visit 
www.YouGottaBeKidding.org. 
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Got an Excuse for Not Recycling? Wait ‘Til 
You Hear Some of These! 
New statewide campaign takes unique ap-
proach to increase recycling and  
support Georgia’s multi-billion dollar recy-
cling market 
 
“I Don’t Recycle!”   
Hopefully this caught your attention. If it did, 
that was the intent behind a new campaign that 
kicked off this month by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA). By spot-
lighting non-recyclers and their ridiculous 
non-recycling excuses, DCA is hoping to 
boost recycling in the state and keep valuable 
recyclable materials out of landfills and in 
Georgia’s mills and factories.   
 
Recycling is serious business in Georgia. A 
Solid Waste Characterization Study conducted 
recently revealed that approximately 40 per-
cent of what state residents throw away is ac-
tually recyclable.  In fact, last year alone, 2.6 
million tons of recyclable materials, worth 
$245 million, were dumped in the state’s land-
fills. And with a multi-billion dollar recycling 
industry, second only to the state of California, 
Georgia needs these recyclables that residents 
are often blindly throwing away.   
 
“In this economy, we can’t afford to landfill 
millions of dollars worth of recyclable materi-
als,” says Gloria Hardegree, executive director 
for the Georgia Recycling Coalition, a sup-
porter of the campaign. “And in the midst of a 
global war on climate change, we can’t afford 

to waste more natural resources when we 
could be preserving them.”  

 
DCA estimates that 74 percent of Georgia 
counties provide or arrange for recycling pro-
grams that include curbside collection, drop 
off centers and commercial efforts. “Yet 45 
percent of Georgians do not regularly recycle, 
even if they know it is the right thing to do,” 
explains Randy Hartmann, director of the Of-
fice of Environmental Management of DCA, 
the department behind the campaign. “This 
forced us to get creative!” 
 
The campaign, which is anything but tradi-
tional, introduces and exaggerates the absurd 
excuses behind not recycling. A cast of charac-
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ters proudly wear “I don’t recycle!” on their 
proverbial sleeves, painting a humorous pic-
ture that reveals what non-recyclers often look 
like to their friends and families, even if their 
excuses are not quite so extreme. And by do-
ing so, the campaign is saying “you gotta be 
kidding!”on behalf of “the rest of 
us.” (Incidentally, the URL for the campaign is 
www.YouGottaBeKidding.org.)   
 
Tommy Krenshaw is one of the fictitious char-
acters of the campaign. He tells anyone who 
will listen that he will just “find a new planet” 
when this one fills up with the materials he 
and others like him refuse to recycle.  “We all 
realize that Tommy’s excuse is preposterous,” 
says Hartmann. “However, every time some-
one bypasses a recycling bin or chooses to 
throw a can away, they’re effectively saying, ‘I 
don’t recycle!’ They’re wearing their apathy 
on their sleeve. What we’re saying is that lame 
excuses won’t work anymore.”  
 
This campaign, which will rely heavily on 
community support and use, as well as support 
from the private sector, is just one tier of a 
comprehensive strategy to boost recycling in 
the state. Other strategies include the develop-
ment of regional Recycling Hubs to make col-
lection and transfer of recycled materials more 
cost-effective and convenient for communities 
as well as an event recycling grant program 
designed to capture recyclable materials from 
special events and other away-from-home ven-
ues.  
 
“Georgia has really approached this the right 
way,” says Steve Thompson, SERDC Board 

member and program director of the Curbside 
Value Partnership, one of the campaign’s 
sponsors. “Before launching the campaign, 
they worked hard on the backend to set up a 
reliable system for data collection, which is 
one of the areas where CVP was involved. 
This is more than a slick marketing campaign. 
DCA has incorporated a system for gauging 
the impact of the campaign on the state’s recy-
cling goals.” 
 
Through a media relations and marketing cam-
paign kicking off today, DCA will drive Geor-
gia residents to the campaign Web site where 
the real facts about recycling will be presented 
in a way that resonates and drives real action. 
More non-recyclers will be introduced by the 
state over the coming months. All will be 
wearing “I don’t recycle!” on their T-shirts, an 
unusual move designed to break through the 
media clutter by first entertaining, then creat-
ing buzz and then driving people to the cam-
paign Web site where DCA  has a better 
chance of presenting the myriad reasons to re-
cycle. 
 
To learn more about the campaign and hear 
more absurd excuses about recycling from the 
“cast of characters” visit 
www.YouGottaBeKidding.org.  
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Food residuals are the single largest compo-
nent of the municipal waste stream in the 
United States.  In Georgia, approximately 
800,000 tons of food residuals are sent to land-
fills every year with the largest amounts gener-
ated by convention facilities, hotels, restau-
rants, and academic institutions.  By diverting 
these food residuals from landfills to food 
banks, biofuel production and composting, 
greenhouse gases are reduced by more than 
23%.  Additionally, compost will be used as a 
soil amendment to enhance the water-retaining 
efficiency of Georgia soils thereby reducing 
the effects of a long-lasting drought.   No 
longer will food residuals be considered a 
waste suitable only for landfills, but as a feed-
stock for new environmentally-friendly indus-
tries. 
  
Background 
  
Georgians dispose of more than 17 million 
tons of solid waste in municipal solid waste 
(MSW) landfills every year and the Georgia 
MSW per person is more than twice than the 
national average.  Recoverable products 
(paper, organics and plastics) make up 82% of 
the materials disposed in landfills.  In Georgia 
12% (more than 800,000 tons) of the waste 
sent to Georgia landfills are food residuals 
with approximately 48% of this coming from 
the Greater Atlanta area.  Highest and best use 
of discarded food materials should follow the 

EPA Hierarchy – feed people, industrial uses 
(spent grease to biofuels) and composting. The 
Zero Waste Zone ~ Downtown Atlanta (ZWZ) 
launch represents a public/private partnership 
diverting a tremendous amount of recoverable 
products from landfills and, along the way, 
supporting the City of Atlanta in developing a 
marketing edge for future convention business.  
  
The Georgia Environmental Protection Divi-
sion and EPA identified diversion of organic/
food wastes from landfills as a top priority for 
joint action to reduce the creation of methane 
(significant greenhouse gas) and the creation 
of a market-based composting operation in 
Georgia.  The environmental agencies joined 
together to increase the capture and recycling 
of all materials with value for reuse that are 
currently being landfilled.  The convention 
district in downtown Atlanta generates high 
volumes of these materials within a small geo-
graphic area, and was identified by the Atlanta 
Recycles steering committee for priority ac-
tion.  The ZWZ endeavor has been launched as 
a partnership through the leadership of the 
Green Foodservice Alliance, Georgia Restau-
rant Association and Atlanta Recycles, and al-
ready includes the Atlanta Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau, Georgia Recycling Coalition, 
Georgia Dept. of Agriculture, Georgia Dept. of 
Community Affairs, and the Georgia Dept of 
Natural Resources.  The partners joined with 
the goal of developing a zero waste zone pro-
totype focusing on diversion of recoverable 
organic materials produced by large venue 
foodservice operations in urban convention 
districts.  These operations include the Georgia 
World Congress Center, Georgia Aquarium, 
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Georgia Dome, Philips Arena, the World of 
Coca-Cola, Centennial Park, five hotels and at 
least ten restaurants and most major entertain-
ment, lodging and restaurant owners/
management firms in the downtown Atlanta 
convention district.  
  
The charter participants have committed to 
identifying recyclables produced by their fa-
cilities under the headings of spent grease 
(fats, oils & grease), common recyclables 
(cardboard, paper, glass, plastic & metals), and 
food residuals.  Options for recycling these 
commodities were presented to the different 
venues to incorporate into their decision-
making processes.  EPA’s Atlanta Recycles 
and Downtown Zero Waste team effort and 
performance over the last three years was the 
foundation in building Atlanta Recycle’s ca-
pacity and the public/private partnership that 
became the Zero Waste Zone ~ Downtown At-
lanta. 
  
Performance and Impact 
 
The prototype developed for this project will 
result in a healthier population from organi-
cally-grown local food and nutrient-rich soils 
from compost, along with increased revenue 
from developing a composting business sector 
of Georgia’s economy rather than putting food 
residuals in the landfill.   Composting is esti-
mated to reduce the amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions by 20-25X compared to landfilling 
which produces the more toxic methane gas.  
 
The official launch for the project took place 
at a press conference during Meet Different, 

an International Meeting Planners convention 
held at the Georgia World Congress Center on 
February 10, 2009.  The ZWZ’s Chairperson, 
Laura Turner Seydel, introduced the project 
and the participants along with the goals of the 
group.  Following the press conference, a 
luncheon focusing on seasonal and sustainable 
products of local origin sponsored by the 
Green Foodservice Alliance illustrated to the 
participants model foodservice best manage-
ment practices to improve their own events.  
This laid a foundation for driving a market de-
mand for green events and destinations 
throughout the Southeast and nationally, as 
well as providing a proven platform for repli-
cating and growing similar efforts in new mar-
kets and locations.    
   
Another outcome of this effort was the forma-
tion of Closed Loop Organics, a partnership 
established between Greenco (the first Georgia 
permitted composter), Washington, D.C.-based 
EnviRelations, LLC (food service hauler) and 
Farmer D (sustainable agriculture and compost 
products) that began providing composting 
services for the zone.  As of the launch, ap-
proximately 34 tons of organic materials will 
be diverted from landfills and more than 20 
tons of compost will be created each month.   
This is expected to quickly grow as other ven-
ues initiate their recycling services.   This is a 
key aspect in making this effort sustainable 
and has attracted interest from other munici-
palities in Georgia, academic institutions and 
both Miami-Dade County and Tampa-
Hillsborough County FL in applying this ap-
proach to their cities/convention districts. 
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Recent Events 
 
On May 19, 2009, Region 4 received an e-
mail from the Innovation, Partnership, & 
Communication Office within the Office of 
Solid Waste and Emergency Response from 
EPA Headquarters informing us of an Honor 
Award recognition.  The Zero Waste Zone ~ 
Downtown Atlanta Project Team will receive 
OSWER's first Strengthening OSWER Part-
nerships Award.  The award recognizes the 
team for demonstrating extraordinary coop-
eration, collaboration and support in strength-
ening a public/private partnership that is di-
verting a tremendous amount of recoverable 
products from landfills and supports the city 
in developing a marketing edge for future 
convention business.   
 
Recycling taking flight in South Carolina 
 
You now can recycle at home, work or on the 
go at three of South Carolina’s largest air-
ports. 

 

The 2.1 million annual visitors at Charleston 
International Airport and 1.5 million visitors 
each year at Greenville-Spartanburg Interna-
tional Airport can recycle newspapers, maga-
zines, bottles and cans. The two airports join 
the Columbia Metropolitan Airport, which this 
past October became one of the first airports 
in the Southeast to offer a comprehensive re-
cycling program for its visitors. 
 
The development of these recycling programs 
is part of a unique partnership between the 
S.C. Department of Health and Environmental 
Control (DHEC) and the airports. DHEC’s Of-
fice of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling, 
through its S.C. Smart Business Recycling 
Program, provided the multi-compartment re-
cycling containers (see photo) and will sup-
port the airport recycling programs with tech-
nical assistance including help in finding mar-
kets for the recyclables as well as promoting 
the overall effort. The containers feature art-
work that promotes the S.C. Smart Business 
Recycling Program. 
 
The Charleston International Airport has 
placed 29 recycling containers while the 
Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport 
has placed 33 recycling containers. The con-
tainers have been placed both indoors and out-
doors in high-traffic areas such as the check-in 
and rental car areas as well as the gates and 
parking garages to make it convenient for pas-
sengers to recycle. 
 
The Columbia Metropolitan Airport, which 
averages about 1.2 million visitors each year, 
began its recycling program targeting passen-
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gers on October 1 by placing 28 recycling con-
tainers at the entrance to the airport, check-in 
and rental car areas as well as the gates and 
parking garage. 
 
This new effort to collect recyclables is the 
second phase of the airport’s overall recycling 
program. Earlier in the year, the airport began 
recycling cardboard from its stores and restau-
rants and plans to expand the program to in-
clude other commodities such as in-flight 
magazines and catalogs as well as cans and 
bottles collected by the airlines.  
 
North Carolina Project Shows Potential For 
Modernizing Curbside Programs 
 
With assistance from an EPA Region 4 recy-
cling grant (Municipal Makeover: Improving 
the Performance of Curbside Programs), North 
Carolina recently completed a project demon-
strating the potential for improving the per-
formance of curbside programs in medium-
sized municipalities (roughly 10,000 to 50,000 
in population).   In the project, North Caro-
lina’s Division of Pollution Prevention and En-
vironmental Assistance (DPPEA) intervened 
with a program of training, individualized 
technical assistance and grants to help ap-
proximately 30 municipalities upgrade their 
collection and public outreach efforts.  The 
project exceeded its goal of increasing tonnage 
by 6,760 tons with a total of 10,804 tons of ad-
ditional annual tonnage. 
 
DPPEA decided to conduct the project after 
years of baseline local government reported 
data showed a broad stagnation in recycling 

programs among medium-sized communities.   
After providing this feedback to the communi-
ties, DPPEA focused on getting them to adopt 
a range of best management practices (BMPs) 
to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of 
their curbside services.  Among the most im-
portant BMPS were: 
 
• Taking steps to ensure adequate collection 

storage capacity for residents. 
• Increasing the range of materials collected. 
• Conversion to different collection formats, 

most notably single stream collection with 
carts. 

• A rededication to public education and out-
reach, including integrated use of the 
state’s outreach campaigns. 

• Investment in new kinds of outreach mes-
sages and outreach mechanisms. 

 
For additional information on BMPS visit: 
http://p2pays.org/localgov/BMPs/BMPs.asp 
 
Overall, the project demonstrated that specific 
targeted intervention can be very effective in 
improving program performance.   The abili-
ties of state recycling programs to conduct 
such intervention could easily be supple-
mented by an equal effort from the private re-
cycling sector, which is the ultimate benefici-
ary of increased material recovery.  For more 
information about the project, contact Scott 
Mouw with DPPEA at 919-715-6512, 
scott.mouw@ncdenr.gov  or Dee Rodgers-
Smith with EPA at 404-562-8688, rodgers-
smith. delores@epa.gov 
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Composting Rule Undergoes Revision at 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD).  
 
Georgia EPD was awarded a Resource Con-
servation Challenge grant from the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in 2007 to look 
for ways to reduce the amount of organic ma-
terials – especially food waste – going into 
landfills in Georgia.  
 
While researching how best to use the grant 
funds to keep these food materials out of land-
fills, a group of public and private sector rep-
resentatives identified Georgia’s compost rule 
as one of the barriers to increasing the amount 
of food waste composting in the state.  
 
A group of stakeholders, including representa-
tives from composting operations; agricultural 
trade associations; the state recycling organics 
council; and state, local and federal govern-
ment agencies, met June 2 to review the exist-
ing compost rule and discuss possible modifi-
cations. From this discussion, EPD drafted a 
strawman proposal of the new rule, which was 
reviewed by the stakeholders at their second 
meeting on June 24.  
 
The third meeting of the group will be held 
July 15. The draft of the proposed new rule is 
scheduled to be presented to the Georgia De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR) Board 
in the fall. 
 
 
 
 

Green Hospitality certification program be-
ginning in South Carolina  
 
Hotels, motels and restaurants will have the 
opportunity to go green – officially – in South 
Carolina. 
 

The S.C. Green Hospitality Alliance, devel-
oped in partnership with the S.C. Department 
of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) 
and the S.C. Hospitality Association, is a free, 
voluntary program designed to: 1) help South 
Carolina’s hospitality industry reduce the en-
vironmental impact of its operations as well as 
incorporate environmental stewardship and 
sustainability in its business practices; and 2) 
promote and recognize hotels, motels, restau-
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rants as well as other hospitality facilities for 
their environmentally friendly practices. 
 
Facilities can become members of the S.C. 
Green Hospitality Alliance by completing a 
certification application centered on green 
practices. The application is divided into nine 
environmental categories (e.g., waste reduc-
tion and recycling) that cover the overall op-
erations of a facility (e.g., housekeeping, 
kitchen, office and grounds). Each category 
has a list of environmentally friendly actions 
that have specific point values. The S.C. Hos-
pitality Association will certify members upon 
receipt, review and approval of the applica-
tion. Facilities will be certified at one of three 
levels depending on the total points earned. 
 
DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste Reduction and 
Recycling will provide technical assistance to 
help facilities begin or expand green practices 
such as: waste reduction, recycling and com-
posting; energy and water conservation; green 
cleaning and environmentally preferred pur-
chasing. For more information on DHEC’s 
Green Hospitality Program visit 
www.scdhec.gov/greenhospitality. For more 
information on the S.C. Green Hospitality Al-
liance visit 
www.greenhospitalityalliance.com. 
 
Environmentally preferred purchasing pol-
icy being developed 
 
South Carolina is working on a environmen-
tally preferred purchasing policy targeting 
state agencies, publicly funded colleges and 
universities as well as other state governmen-

tal bodies. 
 
The S.C. Budget and Control Board’s Materi-
als Management Office along with DHEC, the 
S.C. Department of Commerce and the S.C. 
Energy Office are the key players involved in 
drafting the policy. The goal is to have the 
policy in place by October 2009. 
 
“Eco-Jeopardy” wins Emmy 
 
“Eco-Jeopardy,” an environmental education 
video produced by the S.C. Department of 
Health and Environmental Control and Fisher 
Communications of Columbia, received an 
Emmy for Outstanding Achievement in Tele-
vision News and Program Specialty in the 
Children/Youth (12 and under) category at the 
35th annual Southeast Regional Emmy 
Awards. 
 
“Jeopardy!” is one of the most popular and 
successful quiz game shows in television his-
tory. ‘Eco-Jeopardy’ featured three student 
contestants who were given an environmental 
answer and competed to be the first to come 
up with the appropriate question.  
 
The half-hour program, which targets fourth- 
to eighth-grade students, covers a wide variety 
of environmental topics such as recycling and 
energy conservation as well as air and water 
quality in 12 categories.. 
  
The video was broadcast statewide on S.C. 
Educational Television (ETV) for Earth Day 
2008 and 2009. It is available from DHEC on 
DVD. 
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DHEC's Office of Solid Waste Reduction and 
Recycling, with support from the agency’s air 
and water bureaus, developed the questions 
and answers. They also provided additional 
information on each of the issues on the 
agency's Web site at http://www.scdhec.gov/
environment/lwm/recycle/education.htm  
  
“Eco-Jeopardy” is the fourth Emmy that 
DHEC has won for its environmental educa-
tion videos. Previous winners included “Earth 
Today” in 2004, “DHEC 1: Behind the Oil 
Change” in 2005 and "Energy Tonight" in 
2006. 
 
Georgia Concrete and Products Association 
Receives Environmental Stewardship 
Award 
 
Atlanta, June 12, 2009 – Georgia Concrete 
and Products Association (GC&PA) has re-
ceived a national environmental award recog-
nizing exemplary performance and leadership 
by a trade association to enhance its members’ 
compliance with environmental regulations 
and to encourage “going beyond compliance” 

by implementing environmental best manage-
ment practices and conservation programs. 
 
The 2009 Environmental Stewardship award 
was given by the National Steering Commit-
tee for the Small Business Ombudsman/Small 
Business Environmental Assistance Programs 
(SBO/SBEAPs) in cooperation with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.  Gordon 
Kenna, GC&PA director, accepted the award 
on behalf of the association at the 16th Annual 
National SBO/SBEAP conference in Louis-
ville, Kentucky on June 3.  
 
Small Business Environmental Assistance 
Programs help small businesses all over the 
country comply with environmental regula-
tions through one-on-one technical assistance, 
education and outreach. The Georgia Small 
Business Environmental Assistance Program, 
part of the Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division, nominated GC&PA for the award 
based on its dedication to helping the state’s 
ready-mix concrete producers understand their 
environmental regulatory requirements.  
 
Georgia SBEAP and GC&PA have collabo-
rated on several environmental initiatives, in-
cluding the development of two environ-
mental compliance workshops for ready-mix 
concrete producers and the creation of a bro-
chure on best practices for managing washout 
water from concrete trucks. More than 3,000 
of the brochures have been distributed state-
wide to homebuilders, developers, concrete 
truck drivers and state and local enforcement 
officials.  
“I can’t tell you how important this type of 
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outreach and training is to our members,” said 
Kenna.  “This type of training is exactly what 
the industry needs.  Many of our members 
want to do the right thing but are afraid to ask 
for help for fear that their operations will be 
targeted for inspection. We are proud of the 
award and proud to be a part of these types of 
environmental initiatives. What I have 
learned through this experience is that the ma-
jority of good business practices are grounded 
in environmental responsibility and sustain-
ability.”  
GC&PA members continue to look for ways 
to promote environmental responsibility.  For 
example, the association is currently leading 
an effort to work with its members to collect 
empty polyethylene tanks at concrete plants 
to use as rainwater harvesting vessels for lo-
cal environmental organizations including 
Trees Atlanta, Marietta Tree Keepers and the 
Atlanta Parks Department. The tanks will be 
kept out of landfills and will reduce the cost 
of watering urban green spaces. 
 
“This award represents a successful collabo-
ration between the regulated community and 
EPD,” said Teresa Shiflett, program manager 
and ombudsman for Georgia SBEAP.  
“GC&PA provided the bridge of trust needed 
to achieve EPD’s mission: pursuing a sustain-
able environment that provides a foundation 
for a vibrant economy and healthy communi-
ties. Georgia SBEAP could not have com-
pleted these initiatives without the support of 
GC&PA and its industry members.”  
 
GC&PA, based in Tucker, Georgia, represents 
the leading firms in Georgia’s concrete indus-

try.  For more information on GC&PA, con-
tact Gordon Kenna at (770) 621-9324 or visit 
www.gcpa.org.  For more information about 
the Georgia Small Business Environmental 
Assistance Program, contact Rachel Cochran, 
public affairs coordinator, at (404) 362-4842. 
 
Region 4 Federal Electronics Challenge 
(FEC) Award Recipients 
 

The 2009 Federal Environmental Symposium 
(East) was held June 16-18, 2009 at the Na-
tional Institute of Health in Bethesda, MD.  
This year’s theme was Progress and Transi-
tion and included eleven different subject ar-
eas covered in breakout sessions.  The Fed-
eral Electronics Challenge (FEC) ceremony 
also took place recognizing achievements 
throughout the past year.  In Region 4, six fa-
cilities were recognized with awards for their 
service. 
 
Gold status: 
• DHS Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Center (Glynco, GA) 
• DOJ Drug Enforcement Administration, 
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Southeast Laboratory (Miami, FL) 
Silver status: 
• DOE Paducah Site (Kevil, KY) 
Bronze status: 
• DOA Agricultural Research Service/South 

Atlantic Area, Tifton Location (Tifton, 
GA) 

• DOE National Nuclear Security Admini-
stration B&W Y-12 National Security 
Complex (Oak Ridge, TN) 

• EPA Research Triangle Park Campus 
(Research Triangle Park, NC) 

 
Also recognized were the individual Region 
Champions for their dedication and support 
with technical assistance in the FEC.  Robin 
Billings received this Champion Award for 
Region 4.  For more information, contact: 
Robin Billings, 404-562-8515, bill-
ings.robin@epa.gov  
 
E-Cycling Collection Event in Research 
Triangle 
 
Creative Recycling Systems of NC partnered 
with, MRM, Sharp, Toshiba, Panasonic, and 
FOX50 (WRAZ-TV) to sponsor an electron-
ics recycling collection event at multiple lo-
cations in the Triangle region of North Caro-
lina on June 27, 2009. 
The event was held in the parking lot of three 
local Best Buy stores in Durham, Cary, and 
Raleigh.  The one-day event was free to the 
public.  All three sites combined to collect 
and divert 119,830 lbs of electronics from the 
local solid waste stream.  48,725 lbs of the 
material collected were TV and computer 
monitors (CRTs).  

Additional event volunteers included: Duke 
Recycles, Sustainability @ Duke, UNC Of-
fice of Waste Reduction & Recycling, NC 
State Recycles, Durham County, City of Dur-
ham, City of Raleigh, RE3.org, and the North 
Carolina Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources.  For more information, 
contact: Matt Todd, 919-715-6522, mat-
thew.todd@ncdenr.gov; Robin Billings, 404-
562-8515, billings.robin@epa.gov; Kim 
Clifton, 404-562-8477, clifton.kim@epa.gov  
 
Product Stewardship is alive and well: 
How Two Way Direct, a distributor and 
retailer is heeding the call. 
 
Two Way Direct was launched in 2004 in San 
Diego, California after President Brandon 
Ocampo saw the demand for portable, fully 
compatible, reliable, universal, and re-usable 
two-way radio communication systems.  Af-
ter landing a contract with General Electric 
(GE) to supply reusable two-way radios to 
work sites supporting their water, wind, and 
soil developments in remote areas of the 
U.S., Two Way Direct crafted an environ-
mentally friendly initiative taking back used, 
broken, or end-of life two-way radios and re-
furbishing them to mirror their customer’s 
(GE) efforts at decreasing the company’s eco-
logical footprint.  
 
 “We hope to be an industry leader in our 
field by launching this initiative encouraging 
consumers and corporations to reuse and re-
cycle two-way radios and batteries,” says 
Ocampo.   
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 “Within our company alone, we hope to go 
one step further and contribute a portion of 
the radios we refurbish to local schools to 
eliminate unnecessary waste as well as to help 
give back to the community during these 
tough economic times.” 
 
 Prior to working with Two Way Direct, GE 
was utilizing multiple models of two-way ra-
dios with different chargers and programming 
at every site, which proved to be costly and 
inefficient.  Direct was able to obtain an ap-
proval for the same frequencies to be used at 
all current and future sites from the FCC, re-
cycle out the old broken radio models, and 
replace them with one model and one type of 
charger to maximize compatibility while reus-
ing equipment.  A model Ocampo hopes addi-
tional companies will adopt.  
 
 “No other two-way radio company is encour-
aging the proper disposal of old units and bat-
teries with a recycling trade-in incentive,” 
adds Ocampo.  “We hope our customers will 
work with us on this stewardship and aid our 
initiative within the technology field.” 
For more information on Two Way Direct go 
to www.twowaydirect.com 
 
Kentucky Online Farm Market: Buy, Sell, 
Trade Locally Grown Food 
 
The Environmental Finance Center (EFC) at 
the University of Louisville (UL) recently an-
nounced the launch of KYfoodtrader.org, a 
virtual farmer’s market designed to support 
local food production.  The site not only con-
nects buyers and sellers with local food, is 

also serves as a tool for producers to donate 
excess foods to nonprofits.  Prices and deliv-
ery are negotiated by the buyers and sellers 
and all information is kept private.   
 
KYfoodtrader.org is designed for producers 
and consumers in Kentucky as well as the 
contiguous counties in bordering states.  For 
any questions regarding KYfoodtrader.org, 
please contact Carol Norton, UL EFC Re-
search Coordinator, at 502/852-8042. 
 
Building recycling capacity along the 
Selma to Montgomery Historic Revitaliza-
tion Trail 
 
USEPA Region 4's Materials Management, 
Brownfields, UST and Land Revitalization 
programs are collaborating on a pilot project 
designed to support local government recy-
cling programs by partnering with the state/
local cleanup programs, especially in rural 
areas that lack access to materials recycling 
facilities.  The pilot has received funding 
from the Office of Brownfields and Land Re-
vitalization.  It will attempt to build support 
across multiple levels of government and with 
the private sector to spur the development of 
regional Materials Recycling Facilities or 
transfer stations on former brownfield sites 
along the Selma to Montgomery Historic Re-
vitalization Trail.   
 
The goal of the project is to provide stake-
holders along the Selma to Montgomery Na-
tional Historic Trail with the tools/
information necessary to make decisions and 
seek resources regarding the development of 
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collaborative recycling services, while con-
tributing to brownfield/UST cleanup and re-
use and economic development. For addi-
tional information, please contact Karen 
Bandhauer at 404/562-9122 
 
Waste Green Sand to Core Sand Reclama-
tion and Demonstration Project Principle 
Investigator:  Dr. Frederick S. Cannon 
 
The two-thousand US Foundries are a main-
stay to the economy, as they directly employ 
200,000 people and produce 10 million tons 
of metal castings per year.  These foundries, 
like other industries are under ever more 
stringent standards to reduce VOC emissions, 
while remaining profitable.  Collaboration 
with Penn State University, multiple foun-
dries throughout the United States and 
Furness-Newburge, has aimed to lower emis-
sions in foundries while reducing material 
consumption, which yields cost savings.  A 
novel process developed by Furness-
Newburge (Versailles, KY) used advanced 
oxidation and is an ultrasonic cavitation sys-
tem (AO-UCS).  This AO-UCS enables si-
multaneous sand, clay and coal recovery 
while offering decreased material consump-
tion yielding significant cost savings.  The 
work herein has found that waste green sand 
can be processed to be employed as green 
sand or core sand make-up, with various core 
sand binder systems.  Additionally, baghouse 
dust can be processed to reclaim both clay 
and coal.  Previous work by Penn State has 
found that AO systems can reduce VOC emis-
sions; however this work profiled the evolu-
tion of carbonaceous material.  Conventional 

waste materials such as baghouse dust or 
waste green sand offer significant opportuni-
ties to foundries as they can reduce material 
consumption; reduce materials sent to land-
fills and simultaneously reduce VOC emis-
sions. 
 
High production green sand foundries 
“consume” large quantities of new sand each 
year both as the aggregate in core making and 
for green sand system addition to maintain 
sand system performance.  For example, just 
in the green sand system alone, a relatively 
large foundry that melts 0.2-0.3 million tons/
year of iron will waste and replace roughly 
50,000 tons/year of silica sand (200 rail cars), 
20,000 tons/year clay, and 6,000 tons/year of 
coal (1,2).   
 
In previous work, Penn State evaluated an ul-
trasonic-cavitation device for reclaiming 
waste green sand (Pneu-Col™ system, pro-
duced by Furness-Newburge, Versailles, KY).  
From those tests, results indicated that the ul-
trasonic-cavitation device could produce sil-
ica sand that contained 0.4-1.0% loss on igni-
tion, 0.4-0.6% MB Clay, and a variable yet 
controllable grain fineness number (GFN).  
Also, advanced oxidants (ozone and hydrogen 
peroxide) significantly diminished the LOI 
that was contained in product sand.  Results 
indicated that the LOI trended upward with 
increased GFN.  The results from this earlier 
work showed that this sand reclamation proc-
ess could restore waste green sand to a quality 
that would be suitable for green sand make-
up; and this meant that a foundry could oper-
ate with considerably less sand purchasing 
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and wasting (1).  The objective of the work 
herein was to yet further test the hypothesis 
that the reclaimed sand could also be used for 
making cores.   
 
Waste Green Sand Reclamation 
These tests proved that successful core sand 
reclamation could be achieved with the ultra-
sonic-cavitation device; and this reclaimed 
sand made cores that yielded high-quality 
castings.  Core strengths were reported be-
tween 157-201 psi when reclaimed sand 
make-up ranged between 40-100%.  Sand 
drying and de-dusting was beneficial to sand 
quality as it reduced the LOI and MB Clay. 
 
Full-Scale Baghouse Dust Processing 
Previous work has determined that AO sig-
nificantly helps reduce a green sand system’s 
VOC emissions during mold cooling and 
shake-out, particularly when coupled with a 
blackwater clarifier.  The full-scale trials 
herein appraised whether the same favorable 
results could be achieved with a novel ultra-
sonics-cavitation-settling system that requires 
1/5th as much floor space and costs 20-30% 
as much as a BW clarifier.  The results indi-
cate that indeed, the UCS system achieved 
favorable bond reductions that were similar to 
the reductions that have been achieved when 
employing AO with a blackwater clarifier.  
The authors anticipate that when more than 
0.75 lbs BHD/gallon AO water are processed, 
bond consumption will decrease yet further.  
This novel process enables more foundries to 
utilize AO technology, due to the smaller 
footprint and cost requirements, while achiev-
ing reduced emissions and material reduction 

capabilities as previously-available with the 
AO blackwater clarifier systems. 
 
Carbon Evolution/Air Emissions 
Sea Coal as a carbon make-up for green sand 
molding systems have the highest overall 
VOC emission levels, whether compared on 
an LOI basis or elemental basis.  Therefore, 
reusing any carbonaceous material that would 
otherwise be sent to a landfill may be benefi-
cial due to the fact that exposure to high tem-
peratures removes volatiles.  It was confirmed 
through all TGA-MS tests that the carbona-
ceous material from the AO-UCS has a con-
siderably lower VOC response than baghouse 
dust prior to processing.  Thus, waste materi-
als such as baghouse dust have offer signifi-
cant benefits to foundries as they can reduce 
material consumption, reduce materials sent 
to landfills and simultaneously reduce VOC 
emissions. 
 
Summary 
Since this research has commenced there has 
been increasing interest among the foundry 
industry for this AO-UCS.  To date there are 
five full scale foundries using this technology 
to save $100,000-$700,000 per year.  While 
the cost savings are significant the environ-
mental savings are equally enticing.  For the 
five foundries that have installed an AO-UCS, 
VOC emissions have been anticipated to be 
reduced by 20-75%, while 10,000 to 50,000 
tons of materials are re-processed per year. 
 
1. Neill, D.A.; Cannon, F.S.; Voigt, R.C.; 

Furness, J.C.; Bigge, R. “Effects of ad-
vanced oxidants on green sand system per-
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formance in a black water system,” Ameri-
can Foundry Society Transactions.  2001, 
937-955. 

2.  
2. Land, J.D.; Voigt, R.C.; Cannon, F.S.; 
Furness, J.C.; Goudzwaard, J. Luebben, H.  
“Performance and control of a green sand sys-
tem during the installation and operation of an 
advanced oxidation system,” American Foun-
dry Society Transactions, 2002, 110, 705-715. 
 
Update Coal Combustion Project Demon-
stration Project in Rome, GA 
 
EPA Region 4, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation, the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division, and Georgia Power 
Company are partnering on a coal combustion 
project in Rome, GA. While not a new appli-
cation in other parts of the country, the use of 
fly ash as a substitute for borrow fill in the 
construction of state highways is an important 
pilot for the State of Georgia.   35,000 tons of 
Class F Fly Ash has been safely placed as fill 
material in one section of the Rome, GA ex-
tension.  Monitoring wells have all been in-
stalled and the first of many sampling events 
has been scheduled.  The monitoring routine 
will continue quarterly for at least 3 years to 
help collect data on the use of these materials.   
 
The extensive environmental monitoring that 
is occurring as part of the pilot will help the 
State of Georgia determine if rule changes 
providing for an ash use exemption for struc-
tural fill applications are acceptable and tech-
nically defensible. The pilot will also help to 
demonstrate to Georgia Power the economic 

and technological feasibility of using ash as a 
fill. The ash has been placed in a 200-ft seg-
ment of the state highway, next to a control 
segment. Please contact Karen Bandhauer, 
404-562-9122, bandhauer.karen@epa.gov for 
more information. 

 
Material Exchanges:  Best Kept Secret 
 
Material exchanges are part of a larger State 
run network which offers a free service to fa-
cilitate the exchange of secondary materials 
and unused product to companies that may 
have supply needs.  Materials exchanges help 
to connect those with unwanted materials to 
those looking for the same type of material. 
Most exchanges provide newsletters, cata-
logs, or on-line listings of "materials avail-
able" or "materials wanted".  
 
For the most part, exchanges do not directly 
handle the material, but serve as a contact 
point or broker. The fee structure for each ex-
change varies from no fee, a voluntary dona-
tion, or a percentage of the net value of the 
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material. Material exchanges promote reuse 
and help keep materials out of the solid waste 
stream. EPA also suggests you to look into 
local and community organizations that may 
offer material exchanges.  Information on pri-
vate or NGO material exchanges throughout 
the US can be found at: 
 
http://mxinfo.org/list.cfm?whichSort=State 
 
The site referenced above was funded through 
an EPA grant to establish links to material ex-
changes, reference herein to any specific 
commercial products, process or service by 
trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or oth-
erwise, does not necessarily constitute en-
dorsement, recommendation, or verification 
by the United States Government. The views 
and opinions expressed herein or represented 
by the listed organizations or entities do not 
necessarily state or reflect those of the United 
States Government, and shall not be used for 
advertising or product endorsement. 
 
State Run Material Exchanges 
 
Georgia  
http://www.scrapmatchga.org/ 
Kentucky 
http://www.kppckime.org/ 
North Carolina 
http://www.ncwastetrader.org/home.aspx 
South Carolina 
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/
databases/scme/ 
Tennessee 
http://www.cis.tennessee.edu/environmental/
recycle/TME.shtml 

WasteWise Efforts 
 
WasteWise is a FREE, voluntary EPA partner-
ship program that helps businesses find cost 
savings through innovative waste reduction 
and recycling activities. It targets the reduc-
tion of municipal solid waste and select in-
dustrial wastes. Municipal solid waste in-
cludes materials that could end up in an or-
ganization's (or its customers') trash, such as 
Corrugated containers, Office paper, Yard 
trimmings, Packaging, Wood pallets, etc.   
 
WasteWise partners range from small local 
governments and nonprofit organizations to 
large, multinational corporations.  Our part-
ners benefit in several ways, including:  
Reduced purchasing and waste disposal costs;  
• FREE technical assistance to help develop, 

implement, and measure individualized 
waste reduction and recycling activities 

• Recognition, awards, and use of the 
WasteWise logo as a symbol of environ-
mental leadership  

• A Climate Profile that puts your reduction/
recycling efforts into equivalents that your 
customers can understand (e.g. equivalent 
to taking x number of cars of road, saving 
x gallons of gas, etc).   

 
But even more than that, your efforts with 
WasteWise could significantly improve your 
customer base, because four out of five peo-
ple say they are still buying green products 
and services today - which sometimes cost 
more - even in the midst of a U.S. recession, 
according to a new study commissioned by 
Green Seal and EnviroMedia Social Market-
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ing.  It appears that 82% of them believe that 
recycling is particularly beneficial for the en-
vironment.  
 
Region 4 recently completed its 4-month ef-
fort to contact all WasteWise members (by 
fax, phone, & email) in our database to con-
firm contact information, in order to facilitate 
future communication and WasteWise up-
dates.  Currently, we have reached a 65% re-
sponse rate.  If you have not updated your in-
formation, please contact us.   Contact: 
Rhonda Rollins, 404-562-8664, 
Rollins.Rhonda@epa.gov; or Faye Lively, 
404-562-8455, lively.faye@epa.gov. 
 
WasteWise launched Re-TRAC July 14th   
 
We are happy to announce that Re-TRAC, our 
new waste management and reporting system, 
launched on Tuesday, July 14th.  Re-TRAC 
will allow you to easily track and standardize 
waste data across your organization. Report-
ing annual data to WasteWise will also be 
simple using this web-based system. (The 
data requested from partners will remain the 
same as in past years.)  
 
To be an active member of WasteWise, you 
must submit a baseline, and report annually as 
to what you have accomplished.  Re-TRAC 
simplifies the annual report, allowing you to 
input data throughout the year and allows you 
to generate performance & trend reports when 
YOU want them.  After review by EPA of 
your submitted annual data, you'll get a cli-
mate profile.  This is a powerful free service 
for anyone who does environmental or sus-

tainability reporting, or wants to let their cli-
ents know how their efforts make a difference 
in climate change, in an easy to understand 
format (e.g. Company X recycled 10 tons of 
cardboard, which is the greenhouse gas 
equivalent to taking X number of cars off the 
road, saving X gallons of gas, planting X 
number of trees, etc).  Greenhouse gases and 
climate change considerations are impacting 
consumer behavior, and we can help you 
communicate how your good work improves 
your customer’s environment.  
       
If you are a current WasteWise member, you 
should have received an email on or around 
July 14th, regarding the release of the system, 
with directions on getting an ID and pass-
word.  If you did not receive this, or have 
questions, please contact the WasteWise 
Helpline at 800-EPA-WISE (372-9473) or 
WasteWise@icfi.com.  To learn more about 
how to use Re-TRAC, please join one of 
these WasteWise hosted webinars:  
          
Wednesday, July 22, 2009; 2:00-4:00 EDT 
Reserve your Webinar seat now at:                               
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/
register/821261627 
 
Tuesday, August 18, 2009; 2:00-4:00 EDT 
Reserve your Webinar seat now at: 
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/
register/328930842 
  
Additional information about the reporting 
system and instructional Webcasts can be ac-
cessed online: http://wastewise.tms.icfi.com/
re-track_help.html.  If you are interested in 
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becoming a WasteWise partner, please contact 
Rhonda Rollins, 404-562-8664, 
Rollins.Rhonda@epa.gov. 
 
WasteWise Membership Increases 
 
We would like to welcome the following new 
WasteWise members.  For April-June 2009, 
EPA Region 4 added 37 new partners, and 3 
endorsers to its ever-growing list of members.  
New memberships include:  
 
Florida: Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants - 
Epic Hotel; Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants - 
Vero Beach Hotel and Spa; Bolton Medical, 
Inc.; Florida Department of Financial Ser-
vices, Division of Legal Services; City of 
North Miami; Village of Wellington; Habitat 
ReStore; Littler Mendelson, P.C. - Miami, FL; 
Move Green Solutions, LLC; Wyndham Gar-
den Hotel, Boca Raton; GreenWay37 Con-
sulting; Treefrog Mail Inc.; Orange County 
Environmental Protection 
 
Georgia: Days Inn Union City, GA; Double-
tree Atlanta – Buckhead; Affairs to Remem-
ber Caterers; FilterFresh Atlanta; Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta; Littler Mendelson, P.C. 
- Atlanta, GA; Georgia Power; Grubb & Ellis 
Management Services, Inc.; WilBros LLC;  
 
North Carolina:  Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey, & Leonard, LLP; McGuire, Wood 
& Bissette; Go Green, Reduce Reuse Resell; 
Bikes for Africa Initiative; Winston & Strawn 
LLP Charlotte; Littler Mendelson, P.C. - 
Charlotte, NC & Columbia, SC; Weaver 
Cooke Construction 

 
South Carolina: C&C Warehouse & Distribu-
tion Co. Inc; Freedom Montessori School; 
Recovery Systems; Nine Live Mattress Recy-
cling; Partnership Home; Milliken & Com-
pany 
 
Tennessee:  Frito-Lay, Fayetteville TN; Knox-
ville Tourism & Sports Corporation; Knox-
ville Tourism & Sports Corporation; Kimpton 
Hotels and Restaurants - Epic Hotel (FL); 
Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants - Vero Beach 
Hotel and Spa; City of Athens, Public Works 
Dept; Metro Services, Inc. 
Contact: Rhonda Rollins, 404-562-8664, 
Rollins.Rhonda@epa.gov 
 
Recap of RCC May Webinar—Returns on 
Recycling Investments 
 
On May 21, Region 4 hosted the latest in the 
RCC Web Academy Program.  This webinar 
discussed how recyclable materials provide 
valuable resources for community's manufac-
turers and yield significant economic benefits 
to states.  About 150 attendees joined us to 
discuss the economics of recycling.  Panelists 
provided a background, with statistics and 
case studies, on the nexus between recycling/
reuse and jobs/business creation. In addition, 
they discussed ideas and resources that can 
help you utilize this information to better in-
form your elected officials and communities 
to start or improve your own recycling pro-
grams.  Speakers included Keefe Harrison of 
the Southeast Recycling Development Coun-
cil (SERDC), John F. Christmas of the Biofu-
els Racing Alliance, and Rhonda Rollins of 
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EPA Region 4. 
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/rcc/web-
academy/2009/may09.htm 
Contact: Delores Rodgers-Smith, 404-562-
8688, Rodgers-Smith.Delores@epa.gov; 
Rhonda Rollins, 404-562-8664, 
Rollins.Rhonda@epa.gov 
 
Association of Postconsumer Plastics Recy-
clers Webinars 
 
The Association of Postconsumer Plastics Re-
cyclers has announced its 2009 Into the Bin 
and Back Again web seminar series.  These 
free hour-long recycling trainings are geared 
to the local recycling official and bring in na-
tional recycling experts.  All sessions begin at 
2:00 EST.  Information and registration can 
be found at APR's site 
www.plasticsrecycling.org.  Please distribute 
the attached PDF and registration information 
to your organization's members. 
  
This year's line up includes:  
  
April 30, 2009: Effective Contracting, Mak-
ing the most of your hauler contract  
  
May 13, 2009: Social Marketing Based Out-
reach, Boosting participation for effective 
economics 
  
June 9, 2009: Non-bottle Plastic Collection, 
What to make of tubs, bags & film  
  
July 15, 2009: Current Market Update, Mak-
ing your way through a tough economy, un-
derstanding foreign markets, & managing 

bio-based plastics in the recycling stream  
  
August 11, 2009: Reaching Out to Elected 
Officials, Boosting support from your com-
munity’s decision makers  
  
September 17, 2009: Energy and Climate 
Change, Plastics recycling’s impact on do-
mestic concerns 
  
Attendees will connect to the event through 
their computer and will be able to hear the 
presenters via web broadcast.  There are no 
charges associated with these events.  Please 
direct all questions about the series, or re-
quests for past presentations to Keefe Harri-
son at postconsumerplastics@gmail.com.   
 
NEHA Conference  
 
Region 4 MMS representatives spoke during 
the June 21-24th National Environmental 
Health Association (NEHA) Conference held 
at the Hyatt Regency in Atlanta, Georgia.  
The NEHA Annual Educational Conference 
& Exhibition, attended by over 1,200 people, 
offers robust education on the large variety of 
topic areas and issues facing the environ-
mental health profession with over 200+ 
speakers and 170+ educational sessions. The 
conference offers vital knowledge that organi-
zations can apply to strengthen environmental 
health programs in a regulatory agency or in-
dustry organization. EPA sessions include: 
“EPA Recycling Resources: Government 
Toolkit and Electronics Waste”, and 
“Protecting Our Students Through Responsi-
ble Chemical Management: A Case Study of a 
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Successful Schools Chemical Cleanout Cam-
paign (SC3) Project in Jefferson County, Ala-
bama.”  Contact: www.neha.org; Delores 
Rodgers-Smith, 404-562-8688, Rodgers-
Smith.Delores@epa.gov, Landon Pruitt, 404-
562-8236. Pruitt.landon@epa.gov; Rhonda 
Rollins, 404-562-8664, 
Rollins.Rhonda@epa.gov; or Robin Billings, 
404-562-8515, billings.robin@epa.gov 
 
States Measurement Meetings 
 
The Region 4 States seek to coordinate their 
measurement strategy across the Region for 
the measurement/reporting of waste reduction 
and recycling data.  As a result of the initial 
discussions during the EPA/States meeting 
regarding Re-TRAC and other measurement 
techniques, the State of Tennessee hosted a 
follow-up meeting to further discuss this co-
ordination of measurement strategy.  The 
meeting was held in Chattanooga, Tennessee 
on April 8, 2009.  
Currently, the states and localities report their 
data under a variety of reporting systems, and 
in some cases, the definition of solid waste 
included in the measurements vary as well.  
One outcome of the meeting was a request by 
some of the States to have further discussion 
regarding a collaborative measurement strat-
egy.  The Re-TRAC data management sub-
scription by Emerge had been mentioned as a 
potentially standard measurement tool for use 
by the States.   Re-TRAC provides everything 
to collect, organize, analyze, and report all 
recycling and waste information from all sec-
tors and through the hierarchy of organiza-
tional zones.  It also has the potential to pre-

vent double counting/duplication of waste and 
recycling data.   
The 2nd States Measurement Meeting was 
held at the Georgia Department of Commu-
nity Affairs Offices in Atlanta, Georgia on 
June 23rd, 2009 to continue discussions on a 
Regional measurement strategy.  The states 
reviewed a waste/recycling survey to further 
clarify what reporting data was collected con-
sistently across the Region 4 states.  There 
were numerous discussions about definitions 
and clarifications on these issues.  It was de-
cided that the 1st priority for reporting would 
be data that is collected by 75% of the states.  
60-75% would comprise the 2nd priority.  Af-
ter the survey was reviewed, the group turned 
its attention to the barriers and obstacles that 
may cause problems with implementation of 
the data collection project.  A partial listing of 
the barriers include:  Reporting Differences; 
Common Terminology; Financial barriers/
funding; Avoiding the unfunded mandate; Ac-
curate modeling; Confidentiality, and a lack 
of legislation mandating collection of some 
data, etc.  
 
Several action items resulted from the meet-
ing including:  
 Form Organics team to look into the 
design of an organics module.  The team 
would need to: 
• Recommend organic commodities for 

aggregation 
•  Recommend formula(s) for aggregation 
•  Recommend volume/weight conversion 

factor(s) 
•  Define and build mill reporting module 
•  Review terms “Public/Residential” and 
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“Private/Non-residential” and decide 
about terminology and sources of each 

•  Define and agree upon modeling for-
mulas for State-to-State comparison/
aggregation 

 
The next meeting will be held September 28, 
2009 -October 1, 2009 during the EPA Region 
4 Southern States Meeting in Atlanta, Geor-
gia.  The objective of the meeting is to review 
Franklin Report and Biocycle methodologies, 
in the hopes of furthering consistency efforts 
in reporting.  Follow-up meeting 
February 2010, Objective:  Methodology and 
modeling  
 
Contact: Larry Christley, 615-532-0744, 
Larry.Christley@tn.gov; Delores Rodgers-
Smith, 404-562-8688, Rodgers-
Smith.Delores@epa.gov, Robin Billings, 404-
562-8515, billings.robin@epa.gov; or Rhonda 
Rollins, 404-562-8664, 
Rollins.Rhonda@epa.gov.  
 
Lead Wheel Weight Alternatives 
 
The National Partnership for Environmental 
Priorities (NPEP) National Lead Free Wheel 
Weight Initiative encourages the transition 
from the use of lead for wheel weights to 
lead-free alternatives. Wheel weights are 
clipped to the rims of every automobile wheel 
in the United States in order to balance the 
tires. These weights often come loose and fall 
off. They are either washed into storm sewers 
and end up in waterways or are gathered dur-
ing street cleaning and placed in municipal 
landfills. The weights are susceptible to at-

mospheric corrosion. Currently, there are no 
Federal regulatory controls governing the use 
of lead wheel weights, however, a few States 
have chosen to ban lead wheel weights in 
coming years. 
 
Alternatives to lead wheel weights include, 
steel, zinc, composites, and alloys of steel and 
zinc.  They are readily available from 3M, 
Hennessy, and Perfect Equipment, and other-
manufacturers of alternative wheel weights. 
 
Lead Wheel Weight Quick Facts 
 
• There are 200 million autos and light 

trucks on the nation's roadways. 
• Sixteen million new autos are produced 

annually in the United States. 
• An average of 4.5 ounces of lead is 

clipped to the wheel rims of every auto-
mobile in the United States. 

• Approximately 50 million pounds of lead 
is used annually to produce tire weights 
worldwide in autos and light trucks. 

• 75% is recycled by secondary lead smelt-
ers. 

• 25% (or 12.5 million pounds annually) is 
uncontrolled or unmanaged in the environ-
ment. 

• 13% of the 12.5 million pounds (1.6 mil-
lion pounds) is lost when wheel weights 
fall off during normal driving conditions 
(e.g., hitting a pot hole). 

• 87% of the 12.5 millions pounds (10.9 
million pounds) is sold or given to hobby-
ists for recreational purposes (e.g., melting 
down to make fishing sinkers). 
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Priority Chemical Reduction Update:  Wel-
come to our new members 
 
US Army Garrison Fort Knox recently joined 
the National Partnership for Environmental 
Priorities (NPEP) by pledging to remove mer-
cury instruments at the water plant and taking 
mercury switches out of service. Fort Knox is 
also working with the privatized housing con-
tractor, Knox Hills, to replace mercury 
switches and thermostats with mercury-free 
devices when changing out unserviceable 
units.  By the end of 2012, Fort Knox will 
have collected and recycled 450 lbs of mer-
cury, eliminating any future potential expo-
sure.   

Receiving the plaque from Acting Regional 
Administrator Stan Meiberg, is Linda Pol-
lock, Chief of the Environmental Program 
within the Environmental Management Divi-
sion in the Directorate of Public Works of US 
Army Garrison Fort Knox.  
 
Fort Knox is home of the Army Armor Center 
and home to the U.S. Army Recruiting Com-

mand. Located just 35 miles from Louisville, 
Fort Knox encompasses 109,000 acres in 
three Kentucky counties. Fort Knox has a 
population of over 23,000 Soldiers, family 
members and civilians.  The Fort Knox Garri-
son supports the development and readiness 
of our Nation’s Warriors by providing quality 
services, maintaining and improving infra-
structure, ensuring force protection, and en-
hancing the well being of the greater Fort 
Knox community. 
 
The Armor Center and School is the largest 
organization on Fort Knox and performs the 
mission of training all armor Soldiers and 
Marines. The Army Recruiting Command 
headquarters conducts the mission of bringing 
men and women into the U.S. Army. Addi-
tionally, the Eastern Region of the ROTC is 
headquartered at Fort Knox. The Army Ac-
cessions Command has personnel on post and 
will relocate the headquarters here as a result 
of the BRAC decisions of 2005. Units located 
on Fort Knox are considered “Partners in Ex-
cellence” and include active duty Army or-
ganizations, Army Reserve, National Guard 
and the U.S. Marine Corps. 
 
About NPEP:  The National Partnership for 
Environmental Priorities (NPEP) is a partner-
ship program focused on reducing the use of 
potentially hazardous chemicals from prod-
ucts and processes. By forming partnerships 
with EPA, NPEP partners representing indus-
try, business, municipalities, federal facilities, 
and tribes, are successfully reducing the use 
of and/or recycling toxic chemicals, including 
mercury and lead.   NPEP slogan: Better En-
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vironment, Better Neighbor, Better Business. 
 
Delta Airlines Joins NPEP 
Through engineering modifications our Drop 
Hammer Shop (Dept. 380) will eliminate the 
use of lead for securing our die forms in the 
drop hammer process by the use of "T" plates.  
We will remove 7000 lbs of lead, a one time 
reduction, and the lead will be sold to a met-
als recycler. 
 
Dura Coat Joins NPEP 
Dura Coat pledges a reduction of lead chro-
mate pigment usage to non leaded alternatives 
in the coatings that we manufacture.  Our vol-
untary source reduction goal for Chemical #1 
is to reduce the amount of this chemical gen-
erated/used from a baseline amount of 
265,000 pounds to a reduced amount of 
159,000 pounds generated/used.  Dura Coat 
also pledges a reduction of polycyclic aro-
matic compounds (PAC) usage to in the coat-
ings that we manufacture, from 14,000 lbs to 
3,000 lbs PAC. 
 
Cobb County Fleet Management Joins 
NPEP by eliminating lead wheel weights 
from the fleet of vehicles.  This will represent 
an elimination of 2,500 lbs of lead, which will 
be replaced with alternative wheel weights 
while the lead will be recycled. 
 
ArcelorMittal Joins NPEP and will elimi-
nate mercury from ArcelorMittal USA facili-
ties through a comprehensive mercury reduc-
tion strategy including: establishing a pro-
curement policy, which requires the purchase 
of mercury-free devices where feasible and 

appropriate; identify and replace mercury 
containing devices within the facility; reduce 
mercury in scrap metal through the National 
Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program.  
This will eliminate 32 lbs of mercury emis-
sions from ArcelorMittal Georgetown facility. 
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Calendar of Events 
 
July 24-28 National Association of Counties (NACO) Annual Conference, Nashville, TN  
August 12 - 13, 2009 - TRC/MRC Mini Conference, Tunica, MS, http://www.trc-online.org/TRC_MRC-

Conference.html 
August 18-20 EPA Community Involvement Training Conference, Seattle, WA Contact: Freya Margand 

(margand.freya@epa.gov) (703) 603-8889  
August 20 RCC Web Academy: Sustainable Product Outlook http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/rcc/web-

academy/index.htm  
August  23-26, 2009, Georgia Recycling Coalition 18th Annual Conference & Trade Show, King & Prince 

Beach Resort, St Simons Island, GA, https://www.donate.net/donationSelector/basket.asp?
dept_id=971&shopper_id=1377724 

August 26-28, 2009 - Georgia Environmental Conference "Climate, Environment, & Energy in Georgia's 
Economy", Savannah, Georiga, http://www.georgiaenet.com/ 

Aug 30-Sept 2 KEEN on GREEN, 12th Annual Texas Recycling and Sustainability Summit Moody Gardens 
Hotel, Spa & Convention Center, Galveston Island, TX http://www.recyclingstar.org/summit_2009.html  

Sept 13-17 Health Buildings 2009 (9th International Conference & Expo), Syracuse, NY http://hb2009.org/
home  

Sept. 15-17 ISRI Commodities Roundtable Forum. Hyatt Regency Chicago (downtown) 
Sept 21-26 Glass Recycle Week Sept 21-23 ECOS Annual Meeting, Whitefish, MT 
Sept 23-24 E-Scrap 2009, Orlando, FL http://www.resource-recycling.com/E-Scrap%20conference/2009/

index.html 
Sept 28-Oct 1, 2009 EPA / R4 States' Solid Waste and Recycling Managers Meeting, Atlanta, GA 
Sept 30-Oct 1, 33rd Governor's Conference on the Environment, Lexington Convention Center, Lexington, 

KY, http://www.dep.ky.gov/govconference/ 
October 7-10 North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) 38th Annual Conference, 

Portland, OR http://www.naaee.org/conference 
October 4-7 NRC Annual Congress & Expo, Portland, OR  
October 19-21 9th Annual BioCycle Conference On Renewable Energy From Organics Recycling Minnea-

polis, Minnesota https://www.jgpress.com/conferences1/conferences1.html  
Nov 10-14 2009 Congress of Cities and Expo, San Antonio, TX  
Nov 10-13 Paper Stock Industries Chapter fall conference. Austin, Texas 
Nov 11-12 Greenbuild International Conference & Expo, Phoenix, AZ http://www.greenbuildexpo.org/  
Nov 16-19 Brownsfields 2009, New Orleans, LA http://www.brownfields2009.org/en/index.aspx  
Nov 30- Dec 12 Copenhagen 2009: Climate Conference in Copenhagen http://www.erantis.com/events/

denmark/copenhagen/climate-conference-2009/index.htm 
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2009 FREE Workshop and Web Seminar Series 
Produced in partnership with the American Chemistry Council - Plastics Division. 
Information & registration: www.plasticsrecycling.org, All sessions begin at 2:00 EST and last one hour. 
July 15, 2009: Current Market Update  
August 11, 2009: Reaching Out to Elected Officials 
September 17, 2009: Energy and Climate Change 
July 16, 2009 Biodegradable Plastics: From Cradle to Cradle, July 16, 2009  
 
EPA RCC Web Academy—To register visit: http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/rcc/web-academy/index.htm  
September 17 RCC Web Academy: Source Reduction – A Vision for a Zero Waste America http://
www.epa.gov/epawaste/rcc/web-academy/index.htm  
October 15 RCC Web Academy: School Chemical Cleanout (SC3 Program) http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/
rcc/web-academy/index.htm  
 
Pollution Prevention Webinars (have not been scheduled) 
Lifecycle Assessment and the Construction Industry's Carbon Footprint 
Waste to Green/ Disassembly & Deconstruction/ Green Renovation 
Site Erosion and Sediment Control 
Green Technologies 
 
Recycling Resources 
EPEAT is a system to help purchasers in the public and private sectors evaluate, compare and select desktop 
computers, notebooks and monitors based on their environmental attributes. : www.epeat.net  
 
Information on green jobs and all things green “The Executive’s Daily Green Briefing:” 
www.environmentalleader.com/ 
 
Link to Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) list serve: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MSWLandfill/?tab=s 
 
Costco’s Electronics Trade-in Program: 
http://earth911.com/blog/2007/11/08/retailer-pays-for-old-electronics/  
 
Office Depot’s Electronics Trade-in Program:  
http://earth911.com/blog/2008/09/10/office-depot-offers-customers-money-for-tech-recycling/  
 
Earth911: http://earth911.com 
 
Sam’s Club Offers Electronics Trade-in  
Program:http://www.samsclub.com/shopping/navigate.do?catg=11877 
 
Recycling Business Assistance Center: www.p2pays.org/rbac  
 
NC Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance’s (DPPEA) new marketplace for waste 
materials:  www.ncwastetrader.org  
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Production Team 
Technical Contributors: 
Randy Hartman 
Karen Bandhauer  
Audrey Baker  
Robin Billings  
Matt Ewadinger  
David Langston 
Scott Mouw 
Delores Rodgers-Smith 
Rhonda Rollins 
Steve Smith 
Mary Beth Van Pelt 
Richard Chesley 
Rachel Cochran 
Kim Clifton 
Carol Norton 
Dr. Fred Cannon 
Keefe Harrison 
 

EPA State Coordinator Point of Contacts  
 
State Contact   Name   Phone   E-mail 
Alabama   Karen Bandhauer   404-562-9122 Bandhauer.karen@epa.gov 
Florida   Kim Clifton    404-562-8477 Clifton.kim@epa.gov 
Georgia   Rhonda Rollins   404-562-8664 Rollins.rhonda@epa.gov 
Kentucky   Robin Billings   404-562-8515 Billings.robin@epa.gov 
Mississippi   Mary Beth Van Pelt  404-562-8615 Vanpelt.marybeth@epa.gov 
North Carolina Thornell Cheeks   404-562-8479 Cheeks.thornell@epa.gov 
South Carolina Steve Smith    404-562-8501 Smith.steve@epa.gov 
Tennessee   Audrey Baker   404-562-8483 Baker.audrey@epa.gov 
 
 
 
 


